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saults on the mighty ones of the earth 
attempt on McKinley’s life has as have actually taken place. In fact, I 
| a storm of indignation; and the | believe there would have been many 
press is shrieking for condign | more; inasmuch as a gleam of hope for 
nt, not for the assailant | the future leads many embittered suf- 
r N ſerers from existing conditions to throw | ._ 
and enduring work of education; 
whereas, but for the existence of such a 
movement to engage their energies, 
they would assuredly have been driven 
to the blackest despair, and rendered 
capable of the most desperate and ruth- 
less acts against their oppressors, If 
the Anarchist movement, with its mes- 
sage of hope and promise, could be blot- 
ted out tomorrow, the calamity would 
be worldwide and the lives of rulers 
would be much less secure than even at 
the present time. The existence of the 
peaceable, orderly, educational Anarch- 
ist propaganda is a safeguard, rather 
than a menace. I am aware that not all 
will agree with me; but I know where- 
of I speak. Anarchy is the science of 
society. Its function is to prepare the 
minds of men for the advent of a new 
social order. It is not to be dreaded; 
for it cannot be put into practice, until 
the great body of the people have come 
to recognize its desirability. If the the- 
ory is as inberently absurd as its o 
ents eck to make out, it is the acm 
of absurdity to fear that it will ever be- 
come popular and dominant. On the 
other hand, if there is convincing logic 
behind it, the believer in majority rule 
cannot deny that the same majority 
which now enforces government has at 
least an equal right, guaranteed in fact 
by the Declaration of Independence, to 
discard it altogether. In either case, 
persecution is as futile as it is grossly 
and cruelly unjust. 

Will governments never learn that 
their security is not to be promoted by 
stifling the voice of discontent, but by 
removing its cause? It is the silent 
hatred which is most to be dreaded. A 
happy arid prosperous people will breed 
no malcontents or assassins. Homicid- 
al frenzy will not be engendered in men 
living under normal conditions; nor 
will any public speaker’s justifiable 
criticism be cited by even the weakest 
mind as a pretext for killing the merely 
nominal head of those institutions. 

The arrest of our comrades in Chicago 
is an Outrage incapable of extenuation. 
I know Comrades A. Isaak, Abe Isaak, 
Jr., Pfuetzner and Schneider too well to 
admit even the remotest possibility of 
their being implicated in any plot“ 
against the life of McKinley or anybody 
else, They are too busy in the work of 
education to have any time to spare in 
forming desperate conspiracies. Their 
arrest, together with the plan to arrest 
Emma Goldman when she can be 
found, affords a fresh illustration of the 
spirit of police persecution, which 
bursts forth with ever increasing viru- 
lence, wherever Anarchists are con- 
cerned, It should be the care of com- 
rades everywhere to stand by those who 


ars suffering for the cause, and to see to 
it that Free Society is ‘kept afloat, to 
continue its invaluable service in behalf 


ol the Anarchist propaganda. 
f James F. MORTON, JR. 


—— 


* “RESIST NOT EVIL.” 


know I shall invoke the criticiem 
aud ridicale of those who pride them- 
selves on having thrown off what they 
eall Christian superstition when I an- 
nounce myself a believer in the Chris- 
tian doctrine of nonresistance. I call it 
Christian, not because it forma any part 
of the teachings of the so-called Chris- 
tian church, for it does not. But ii 
Christian means anything it means the 
body of teaching promulgated by Jesus, 
called the Chriet. If the church does 
not adhere to those teachings, eo much 
the worse for the church. It, to that 
extent, forfeits its claim to the name 
Ohriatian. But the absence of this doc- 
trine from the faith and practice of the 
so-called Christian church does not con- 
stitute its only departure from the es- 
sential doctrines of the Nazarene. If 
the church stood today for the social and 
economic teachings of Jesus it would 
become the home of every Anarchist 
and Socialist in this world. 

say I believe in the doctrine of non- 
nce, taking resistance o mean 
forcible or violent resistance to aggres- 
sion. Not that I always practice what I 
believe, for I still have enough of the 
Devil (or evil) in me to overcome my 
better intentions. Nor do I believe in 
nonresistance because Jesus taught it; 
but because I have come to recognize it 
as the most effective resistance in this 
world. Asan illustration of this, take 
the respective standings of Peter Kro- 
potkin and Leo Tolatoi before the people 
and rulers of Russia today. Here are 
two men of about equal prominence and 
abilities originally, one a pronounced 
revolutionist and the other a consistent 
nonresistant Christian. Both belonged 
to the aristocratic class, and both have 
devoted their lives and fortunes for the 
uplifting of the people. The revolu- 
tionary doctrines of one have brought 
upon himself the hatred and persecution 
of the rulers until he has been driven 
forth an exile from his native land with- 
out any general hold upon the sympa- 
thies aud affection of the mass of his 
countrymen. His power for good among 
his own people is extremely limited. 
The nonresistant doctrines of the other 
have enabled him to carry forward his 
work almost unmolested right in the 
heart of Russia. He has gained a place 
in the affections of his countrymen eo 
deep, strong and widespread that the 
rulers are exceeding loth to molest bim 
for fear of those very people. Nor has 
his influence been confined to Russia. 
His works are read all over the civilized 
world, a hundred times more than those 
of the other. I do not say this to dis- 
parage Kropotkin, for {love and revere 
him as one of the beroic souls who have 
gladly laid down their lives for the peo- 


at such a time, it will not be amiss 
offer some correction of the current 
£ ents, r 
2 t cannot be too emphatically insisted 
ons that that there is absolutely nothing 
| in the Anarchist philosophy which con- 
~ stitutes, directly or indirectly, an incite- 
ment to assassination. This is true in 
tue fullest sense, without reservation or 
cequivocation. Some Anarchists, such 
as Comrade Van Ornum, whose article 
ars in this issue, believe that An- 
ies absolute nonresistance. 
) yself go so far as this; but it 
s long been my settled conviction 
d e taking of human life is only 
justifiable when absolutely necessary 
kor selfdefence, taking the term in its 
literal and obvious sense. 
Daring my connection with the An- 
a BY ist propaganda, I never heard of 
Ss ) ; although I have lectured in 
4 orelan d within the past two years, 
> nd met most of the Asarchidta theo. 
Il do not say that the man is not an An- 
archist; but I do assert most positively 
that this act of his does not represent 
the Anarchist movement, and that the 
teaching of the principles of Anarchy 
does not even have a tendency to incite 
men to such acts. Anarchism repre- 
sents an endeavor to apply scientific 
principles to social evolution. It points 
* to the horrors of existing conditions, in 
— support ofits argument relative to the 
‘ i inevitable result of social institutions. 
Nothing can be more legitimate than 
thie, or less inclined to work harm in 
the longrun. The suppression of free 
speech is ten thousand times more dan- 
gerous and deadly in its final effects 
than the over-inflammatory utterances 
of the most impassioned orator. 
I do not believe the story attributed 
to Czolgosz, that a speech of Emma 
Goldman fired him with the impulse to 
slay McKinley. If such statements are 
to be accepted at their face value, not a 
public speaker in the country is safe. I 
know Emma Goldman well, and have 
often heard her lecture. She is. fearless 
and emphatic in her denunciation of ex- 
isting evils; but I never knew her to 
use language calculated to influence any 
man to assasainate another; nor is such 
an act in any way, the logical outcome 
of her teachings. Desperate conditions 
create desperate men. As long as there 
is euffering aud degradation, violent 
hands will be raised, from time to time, 
against the rulers of the earth. This is 
a purely individual result, and has ab- 
solutely no connection with any propa- 
ganda whatever. If there had never 
been any Anarchist propaganda, there 
would have been at least as many as- 
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ple. But I cannot help contrasting the 
results gained, which, I believe; are due, 
more than anything elee, to the different 
methods employed. If I wish to accom- 
plish a certain result it seems to me the 
part of wisdom to use euch means and 
agencies as will bring the best returns 
with the least ouflay of effort and ex- 
pense. Carry out this principle and we 


find that it squares perfectly with tbe 


fundamental principles of Anarchy. 

_ Anarchists deny the right of any man 
or set of men to govern other men. 
They claim the right to judge for them- 
selves what is good for them, what 
course of action will bring happiness or 
misery, and to act accordingly. In other 
worde, they insist on being a law unto 
themselves. And, in order to be logical, 
they must concede the same rights to 
others that they claim for themselves. 
According to this, no man has a right to 
sitin judgment on or punish another 
for anything. But condemnation or de- 
nunciation for acts performed or opin- 
ions held, on last analysis, are only 
forms of punishment. So that when we 
denounce or condemn other people for 
anything we are violating one of the 
fundamental principles which we pro- 
fess. It makes no difference how un- 
wise, how foolish, or even how vicious, 
those acts Or opinions May seem to us, 
we cannot be true Anarchists and still 


sit in judgment on them. ‘This applies 
just as well to those who oppose An- 
archy—the rulers—as it does to anybody 
else. In order to carry out our own pro- 
fessions we cannot sit in judgment even 
upon the rulers of the people. There 
is no other course left us but nonresist-: 
ance. 

„Well,“ some one will say, if we. 
can’t condemn men, we can condemn 
the things that men do. We will de- 
nounce injustice, exploitation and the 
robbery of the people by law.” But 
let’s see! If the principles of Anarchy 
are true they are capable of being ap- 
plied universally ; for truth is universal. 
How is it possible to separate the wrong 
from the wrongdoer? To condemn a 
specific injustice is to condemn the 
author of that injustice. To do it we 
must sit in judgment on both the act 
and the actor. There is no weapon left 
us except that of nonresistance; but it 
is the strongest weapon in this world. 
For this reason, the greatest Anarchist 
the world bas ever seen said, ‘Be ye 
not overcome by evil but overcome evil 
with good.“ Again; It bas been said 
an eye for an eye and a tooth fora 
tooth, but I say unto you REArsT NOT 
EvIL. This is the power that is invinci- 
ble. Love makes no enemies, while it 
conquers the world. We can make a 
hundred times more progress by the 
practice of patience and forbearance un- 
der injustice, while never failing to hold 
up before men the fact that there is a 
better way, than we can by fighting or 
talking fight. 

On the other hand, itis always true 
that “He that taketh the sword shall 
perish by the sword.” He that enter- 
eth into strife and contention is sure to 
be worn out inthe struggle. He is at 
the wrong endof the lever. The advan- 
tages are all against him. He makes 
enemies where he might make friends, 
He invites the very troubles which he 
is striving to resist, It is love that 
moves the world, 

W. H. Van Onxux. 
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OFF AND ON, a 

I have. no ‘‘criticism and ridicule” for 
Comrade~-Vatr Ornum, for merely sc- 
cepting what appears to him true in the 
Christian’s textbook. I believe that 
there are many noble truths among the 
teachings popularly attributed to the 
man called Jesus, I do not, however, 
believe that he, any more than Buddha 
and Socrates, was by any means infalli- 
ble, or invariably correct in his views. 
He was immeasurably ahead of bis own 
time; but the world has had the oppor- 
tunity of learning many lessons since 
hie day. If I dissent from ‘Comrade 
Van Ornum’s extreme application of 
the theory of nonresistance, it 1s not 
because it is a Ohristian“ doctrine, 
but because it is not altogether reason- 
able to my mind. 

Comrade Van Ornum cites the perse- 
cutiop of Kropotkin and the compara- 
tive immunity of Tolstoi as evidence of 
the validity of his claim that nonresist- 
ance is ‘‘the most effective resistance in 
this world.“ The extreme revolution- 
ist might retort that this very fact 
proved that Russian tyranny saw that 
it had nothing to fear from the applica- 
tion of Toletoi’s theories, and that he 
was not really their enemy. I do not, 
however, take this position. I see good 
in the methods of Tolstoi, as well as in 
those of Kropotkin. There is plenty of 
room for both of them. But our com- 
rade’s method of contrasting the results 
of their respective efforts is surprising, 
to say the least. Kropotkin is not a 
man for Russia alone, but for the whole 
world. His influence and the work he 
has accomplished cannot be determined 
by the use of any tapemeasure at our 
disposal. He is building for the future, 
and is laying the foundations broad and 
deep. He has eown and is sowing seed 
which, in the fulness of time, will bring 
forth an abundant harvest, Who shall 
say how many minds he has awakened, 
how many hearts he has quickened into 
seal for action? Dare Comrade Van 
Ornum; or any other man, looking only 
at the present appearance of things, dis- 
count the future, and assume that this 
work is to no effect?. By what right 
assume that the revolutionary leaven at 
work in society is to remain devoid of 
ultimate result? Persecution has not 
always (if it ever has) quenched the 
zeal of the followers of a new ideal; nor 
has freedom from persecution proved 
to be an invariable test of the superior- 
ity of the methods employed. To sub- 
mit tamely to aggression, is often to in- 
vite a repetition of the offence. There 
ia nothing more pleasing to despots 
than the belief in and practice of abso- 
late: nonresistance on the part of their 
subjecte and victims. It is a good sign 
in Comrade Van Ornum that he has 
“enough of the devil” in him to neutra- 
lise his too extreme theory. 

Hie farther contention that denuncia- 
tion. and condemnation are forms of 


punishment and coercion, and hence of 
invasion, leads him to strange conclu- 
sions. Logically carried out, it would 
abrogate the entire Anarchist propagan- 
da, and indeed all progress. Great so- 
cial changes are not brought abont 
without effort, by the timely interven 
tion of some mysterious power. If we 
wish to bring about better conditions, 
we must learn and point out the defects 
in the present order of things. The 
alternative is between active propagan- 
da and absolute quiescence; and noth- 
ing has ever yet been accomplished by 
mere inaction. * 

But Comrade Van Ornum urges that, 
as Anarchists, we have no right to “sit 
in judgment“ on anybody, “even upon 
the rulers of the people.“ This looks 
like an attempt to reduce Anarchism to 
a proposition of self-evident absurdity. 
To conclude that, because we preach 
novinvasion, we must therefore sub- 
mit tamely and unresistingly to the 
grossest invasions, is to draw an extra- 
ordinary corollary. There is all the 
difference in the world between selfde- 
fence and aggression. Anarchy de- 
clares war on the latter, under all its 
forma, and especially on government as 
the ziant aggressor. It certainly does 
not call on the individual to abandon 
voluntarily all his means of self protec- 
tion, and to deliver himself up, bound 
hand and foot, to every invader that 
happens to come along. Anarchy is 
active, not passive. Itis a strong gos- 
pel, not a weak one. It breathes the 
spirit of eternal resistance to injustice, 
not of slavish submission to it. 

True it is, that the gentler method is 
often the best, and is always preferable 
when possible. The underlying note in 
Anarchism, as in all true human life, is 
love—broad, universal love. But there 
are times when the righting of age-long 
wrongs is stubbornly resisted by those 
whose eyes are blinded and sympathies 
dulled by the lust of power. Then it is 
that, in the eloquent words of Swin- 
burne: Love turns Hate for Love’s 
sake.” It is not revenge, but rectifica- 
tion, that is the aim of the revolution- 
ist. He is aware of the dangers and 
difficulties involved; but he knows that 
the end is fully worth them all. He is 
not engaged in child’s play, but in a 
mighty struggle for human liberty; and 
he cannot be made to see that doing 
nothing and suffering everything is a 
very powerful and effective means of 
advancing the interests of the propa- 
ganda. 

Comrade Van Ornum quotes approv- 
ingly the saying attributed to the Naza- 
rene: He that taketh the sword shall 
perish by the sword.“ Without doubt, 
there is an element of truth in the 
statement; but how is it to be applied? 
It is the rulers of the earth who have 
taken up the sword against their fellow: 
men. Their power rests not on justice, 
but on force; and its overthrow by a 
superior force may be safely predicted. 

— 

Since Comrade James has such im- 
plicit faith in the inerrancy of the ‘‘reg- 
ular” school of medicine—a faith which 
he is far from extending to the regular 
schools of law, theology, finance or com- 
merce—it is no wonder that he can see 
no good in anything outside. If it is 
none of his business “to investigate the 
claims of osteopathy or hydrotherapy,’’ 
itis still less his business to sneer at 


them without investigation, He is sure 
that the regular school will adopt all of 
these systems except their quackery.” 
So am I; but it is a question of time. I 
am in no sense identified with the an- 
tis,“ nor hostile to the regulars.“ 
What I have criticized from the start 
has been the dogmatism and intoler- 
ance on both sides, and the attempt to 
make either a test of Anarchism. The 
“inductive method” is certainly cor- 
rect; but the individual members of the 
school professing it are not therefore 
emancipated from commercial consider- 
ations, which tend to bias their judg- 
ment, and to predispose them to dismiss 
new theories and propositions with to- 
tally ineufficient investigation, if the ex- 
tent of their own practice seems likely 
to be seriously affected by the general 
adoption ot the new ideas. Hence, too, 
the monopolistic character of the legis- 
lation sought by them, under the pre- 
text of preserving the public health, 
The “inductive method” should need no 
props, other than the clear evidence of 
its own superiority. 

Comrade James disputes the fact that 
a monopoly is sought, claiming, in ef- 
fect, that oaly malpractice and false 
representation are punished, and that 
this “is common law.“ In Massachu- 
setts, three or four years ago, I had oc- 
casion to look up the court record in the 
case of a chiropodist, who had been sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of a hundred dol- 
lars, on complaint of Dr. Harvey, secre- 
tary of the State Board of Registration. 
I did not trust to second-hand state- 
ments, but made a personal examina- 
tion of the official stenographic report of 
the trial; so that I know exactly where- 
of I speak. The man's crime was not 
that of pretending to be a physician; 
for the record shows that he made no 
such claim. Nor was it malpractice; 
for the correctness and efficacy of his 
method were not disputed; and he had 
cured his patient. His sole offence was 
that of trenching on the domain of the 
monopoly—accepting a fee for the treat- 
ment of disease. He bad not studied 
medicine in general, but had given 
special attention to the structure and 
diseases of the foot, which he was more 
competent than the average physician 
to treat. Yet Comrade James can see 
no difference between this man and the 
“firebug,’’ and finds no monopoly in the 
injustice which fines him for applying a 
lotion, and thereby curing a simple dis- 
order of the foot. Under cross exami- 
nation, Dr. Harvey testified that all 
such washes, and any form of external 
application or manipulation, which 
might cure disease, constituted surgery. 

The following year this same Dr. 
Harvey, being a member of the state 
senate, introduced An Act for the Reg - 
istration ‘of Physicians and Surgeons, 
which was as frankly monopolistic as 
any measure that has ever come under 
my observation. By the provisions of 
this extraordinary bill, only three forms 
of medical practice were recognized— 
those of the allopathic, homceopathic 
and eclectic schools; and all who de- 
sired to practise medicine in the State 
must pass through the gateway of one 
of these three. (This coalition, by the 
way, brought about by the rapid growth 
of the younger schools, is only of recent 
date. It is not so very many years 
since the allopathic physicians were de- 


nouncing the homceopathiste as the 
worst kind of quacks, and were seeking 


stringent legislation against them, In 
one of the New England States a physi- 
cian was expelled from the State Medi- 
cal Society, for having held a profes- 
sional consultation with a homeopathic 
physician.) The provisions regarding 
surgery were no leas proscriptive, and,. 
by Dr. Harvey's definition, would have 
forced every manicurist, chiropodist 
and massage operator, and most bar- 
bere, to take the full course necessary 
to equip them as professional surgeons, 
or else to go out of business. 

Of course, so sweeping a measure 
aroused a storm pf opposition. Most of 
the daily papers remained neutral, not 
knowing which way to jump. Not one 
of them, however, dared to publish a 
transcript, without comment, of Dr. 
Harvey’s testimony in the trial above 
referred to, because, as one editor said 
to me: We would not like to offend 
Dr. Harvey just now.“ Boston Ideas, a 
semi-progressive weekly, did admit a 
letter on the subject, but foxily added a 
postscript, quoting Dr. Harvey as saying 
that his bill was aimed only at the 
quacks,“ and would not affect the class- 
es named, Innocent, guileless Ideas! 
It omitted to explain how Dr. Harvey 
could juggle away his sworn testi ny, 
ranking chiropodists and the like as 
surgeons. i 

e measure was defeated, in spite of 
all the efforts of the “regulars” to se- 
cure its passage. Among the most ear- 
nest opponents of the bill was Professor 
William James of Harvard. Thus the 
James family is divided against itself, 

As Comrade James presents no new 
argument in support of Malthusianism, 
his repeated dogmatic assertions that it 
is true carry no weight, and require no 
further refutation. Those wishing to 
read both sides of the argument are re- 
ferred to Nos. 151 and 154 of Discon~ 
TENT. 

t 

At firet blush, Comrade Labadie’s in- 
quiries, in No. 156 of Discontent, would 
appear to be extremely pertinent. It is 
certainly true that “if freedom cannot 
be applied to“ every practical question 
that may arise, the theory of Atiarchy 
breaks down at its most vital point. 
This, however, is quite a different mat- 
ter from predicting the exact manner in 
which free men and women will adjust 
the details of their affairs. In the very 
nature of the case, this is impossible, 
even were it desirable. A purely me- 
chanical theory of society, like State So- 
cialism, may profess to tell in advance 
exactly how the trick will be done; but 
the evolutionist, or Anarchist, knows 
better. He finds the correct underlying 
principle, and applies it to the details, 
as they afisé! The comrades at Home 
are not crossing any bridges before they 
come to them. As their needs have 
grown, they have been met, without 
straining the principle of liberty. Past 
experience affords a surer warrant for 
the future than any number of plausible 
prophecies; for with ‘applied theories, 
as with individuals, it is true that “He 
that is faithful in that which is least 
will be faithful also in much.“ 

The ill-starred Ruskin community 
has yielded up the ghost. Cause, too 
much authoritarianism. Ruskin, with 
its splendid opportunites, serves only to 
point the moral that lasting success in 
cooperative effort is incompatible with 
the invasion of personal liberty. ‘ 

James F. Morton, JE. 
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Under a different metaphor (we think 
in metaphors), I have long been of Com- 
rade Soule’s opinion about our relation 
to other reformers. Trades Unions are 
the skirmishing light troops (very 
light); State Socialists a piece de resist~ 
ance for the enemy’s powder; Anarch- 
ists the reserve veterans, who have been 
through all that. But oh dear! that 
dreadful old fallacy—if we could wake 
up some day free of all law, “law must 
inevitably be reenacted for the purpose 
of, to some extent, preventing ple 
from invading the rights of others.“ 
Law is made for no such purpose. It 
serves no such purpose. It is made to 
assist landlords, ett., in invading the 
rights of others. It does not prevent, 
but impels the lesser thieves to do like- 
wiee in their own ways. Comrade 
Soule has here, in the forcible language 
of our fathers’ good king, Hertry VIII, 
decidedly got the wrong pig by the ear, 
That Anarchy can only be possible 
when people are less inclined to invade 
other people's rights, is true in thie 
sense and no other—that they must be 
lesa inclined to boss, Now my know- 
ledge of hietory teaches me that laws 
die, with the disposition to make them, 
in two ways. Sometimes, as Comrade 
Soule says, they fall gradually into in- 
nocuous desuetude.” But not unfre- 
quently they grow worse and worse, 
till a violent reaction ensues. The signe 
of the times very strongly indicate that 
their general dispersal will come by this 
method of revolutionary crisis. 


OC. L. James. 


STATE MEDDLING. 


The morality that meddles without 
mending has just been exposed for pub- 
lic adoration in Pennsylvania. A mid- 
dle - aged man and a young girl got un- 
der each other's influence 80 far that 
the girl needed a home and such care as 
maternity hospitals are built to provide, 
The man did not know which way to 
turn; but a gleam of sanity led him to 
disclose the whole affair to his wife, and 
to ask her advice. The lady cried at 
first; and then, remembering: that he 
had honored her by consulting her as to 
what he had better do in such a pinc 
she suggested that he bring the gir 
home. She had not thought how she 
should act toward this other woman 
who had come between her and ber hus- 
band; but when she saw the girl look- 
ing so distressed she knew what to do, 
and took the erring one in her arms. 
The wife nursed the girl through the 
crisis and the illness following, and was 
a mother to her. Afterwards, accepting 
the situation as it was, with nobody 
particularly to blame, the household set- 
tled down to existence in a mixed state, 
the man loving both the women, and 
both loving him and each other, 

Such a state of affairs could be ex- 

ted to last but afew months if not 
interfered with. There would bea nat- 
ural disruption in a short time, and the 
wrong that was done could then be for- 
gotten, But outraged morality appeared 
on the scene just in time to prevent a 
healing of the wound by primary inten- 
tion. The neighbors reported the case 
to the United Charities, the officers of 
which seized the irf and her child and 
then caused the arrest of the man. The 
irl went into hysterics, and the wife 

id her best to soothe and comfort her. 
Having some property of her own, she 
also offered bail for her husband; but 
the authorities would not accept it. 
Now she says she desires to secure a di- 
vorce, so that he may be as free to take 
up with the girl as with herself. She 


MORRIS* MOONSHINE—ETCETERA. 


If John A. Morris had not got mad 
and quit taking Free Society he would 
have learned better by this time than to 
repeat, after Brann (or Chaff, or anyone 
else,) so many lies about the French 
revolution. The last number of the 
same leading anarchistic journal would 
have afforded him also an oppor- 
tunity to learn (from me) what rot it is 
to talk like a cornered preacher about 
the falsities of scientific hypotheses. 
He had better take to reading Free So- 
ciety again, and get his utter blank ig- 
norance of ecietife—her methode, pur- 
poses, language, and statue—juét a little 
bit illuminated. For I wont repeat the 
lesson, at cost of space in DISCONTENT, 
to benefit one scholar who played truant 
in a fit of sulks. If, indeed, I was a 
harsh teacher, addicted to Busbyan use 
of the birch, then Morris, I admit, is 
the very pupil who would have had rea- 
son to run away from me. But, in 
truth, I am nothing of the sort. I’m 
one of old Horace’s blandi doctores, who 
had always rather give a slow boy a gin- 
ger-bread nut by making his A B O in- 
telligible, (N. B.—Morris is not ex- 
pected to understand this allusion; but 
the nearest of his Catholic priests can 
tell him what it means.) - 

Before, however, he goes into ecsta- 
cies over the priest’s learning I want 
him to muse upon the fact, if he knows 
it (the priest at all events does), that the 
Catholic church was on the height of 
her power during the midnight of the 
dark ages, when, as Alfred the Great 
complained, not one priest south of the 
Thames, and very few north, could read 
either English or Latin. Catholic priests 
have become a fairly learned body of 
men only since the Renaissance and the 
reformation gave them an educated laity 
to keep up with. Meanwhile, I am 
happy to observe that, as Morris et al 
proceed, the pope’s big toe peeps more. 
and more plainly through the shoes of 
the movement in favor of ignorance. 
Undoubtedly the Catholic church de- 
rives ber tenacious vitality from fitness 
to an environment of ignorance. She 
has nothing to fear from quackery—only 
from science. 

As for Materialism, I must remind 
friend Morris that I am not a Material- 
ist; and that his brother anti, S. D., is. 
And I feel like Paul on a similar occa- 
sion: For the Sadducees say there is 
no resurrection ; neither angel nor spirit ; 
but the Pharisees confess. both.“ Go it 
Pharisees and Sadducees! I decline 
to receive the snaps which either of you 
means for t’other. 

And that reminds me that I havea 
charming little crow for Morris to pluck 
with Comrade Morton. . Morton says, in 
the same issue of Discontent, 'the 
knife which cuts the cancer often hurts,” 
(it need not hurt since vivisection has 
given us chloroform) “but it is not as 
bad as the disease. The ovaries are a 
common site for cancer; and Morris has 
anounced that as a physical culturist” 
he could prove having the ovaries re- 
moved was never beneficial, This is 
what enabled me to say that, without 
knowing quite what a physical cultur- 
ist“ is, I could see he was some sort of a 
snide. The enemies of physical surgery 
evidently train very well with those of 
moral. Experiment, progress in knowl- 
edge, ie just what doesn’t suit either, 
Anarchists, on the other hand, com- 


said Willie, after figuring a great while, 
“I think that cat has got to hell by this 
time.” You perceive that Willie was a 
smart boy. All for himself, he had 
atudied out the conception of a minus 
quantity, which the inventor of algebra 
considered the true foundation of that 
science. But Willie wasn’t any smarter 
than I was at six years old; for I 
thought it clear that the more Hercules 
killed that hydra, the more live hydra 
there would be. However, since I 
fought the modern hydra (the move- 
ment in favor of ignorance), I have got 
on to the old fellow’s method. It. is 
true, for every head one cuts off, two 
others grow. But each has only half 
the strength of the original head. You 
may see thie illustrated with that neck 
which Luther abbreviated. There are 
many heads, instead of one; but they 
don’t amount to much. It is like the 
vivisector’s cruel experiment of in-and- 
in breeding; by which Newfoundlands, 
the strongest and briskest of the spaniel 
kind, can be degenerated into sleepy 
lapdogs. The really troublesome head 
is the one which can’t be cut off—the 
general human propensity to believe 
confident assertione, instead of looking 
for tangible proofs. I have treated that 
head as Hercules did—I have buried it 
under a stone; and I incline to hope 
that, as far as the liberal press is con- 
cerned, it will stay there snapping and 
snarling for some time, before it digs 
out again. 

It is none of my business to investi- 
gate the claims of osteopathy or hydro- 
therapy (though I happen to know that 
the latter has long since passed the ze- 
nith of its popularity). Let doctors in- 
vestigate them. The methods of the reg- 
ular school being inductive, that school 
will adopt all of these systems except 
their quackery, when they have proved 
what that there is anything else; just like 
was left of Hahnemann's and Jenner's 
novelties after proper sifting. But mean- 
while, I, as a layman, shall trust the in- 
ductive practitioners, and regard others 
with suspicion proportioned to their dog- 
matism. 

Neither Comrade Morton nor any oth- 
er critic of the regular school has pro- 
duced anything amounting to evidence 
of their aiming at a monopoly—certainly 
not of their succeeding. All schools of 
medicine (institutions which teach posi- 
tive truths) are, as far as I know, equal- 
ly tolerated everywhere. It is only the 
pretender, who has been through no 
such school, that can (I admit unjustly ; 
but it is common law) be punished for 
professing, without possessing, a kind 
of knowledge on which others’ lives 
may depend. And so can a ‘‘regular,”’ 
who, notwithstanding his sheepskin, 
proves ignorant of his trade. 

Ido not think that preaching conti- 
nence to the women is like Mrs. Par- 
tington’s broom. Free love is conti- 
nence. Iam sure something is gained 
by preaching free love to the women of 
today;“ though probably nothing 
would have been gained by preaching it 
to the women of tke eighteenth centu- 
ry. But if free love has still a great 
deal of prejudice to contend against (as 
is evident); if the Malthusian theory 
supplies a powerful argument for free 
love (as can be easily shown); if the 
theory is true (as it certainly is); do we 
well to aid State Socialists or any other 


kind of buncombe demagogues in belit- 
tling this truth? 


bine an unlimited trust in the inherent 
goodness and wisdom of men with an 
unlimited distruat and hatred of all 
the institutions that men have created, 
because it is the nature of the inherently 
wise and good to grow wiser, better, and 
capable of improving, on their great 
grand daddies’ methods—such as gov- 
ernment, which is older than history, or 
“physical culture,’’ which is older than 
medicine and surgery. 

But I fear itisa mistake that ‘‘stal- 
wart Anarchists” cannot be promoters 
of the movement in favor of ignorance. 
They should not be; but that's no 
sign,“ as the ghost of Giles Scroggins 
said. If the movement in favor of ig- 
norance was confined to priests and 
their conscious“ allies it would be 
pretty harmless. The trouble is, it's an 
octopus, with a hook oracrook for every- 
one who cares more about something 
else than increase in knowledge. Is 
cruelty to animals your pet aversion? 
Come into my parlor,” says the spider 
to the fly. Physiology causes animals 
about a millionth part as much pain as 
“sport,” and is far easier to work up 
feeling against among ‘‘Philistines.”’ 
Is your zeal for Socialism ahead of your 
zeal for truth? Then be an anti-Mal- 
thusian; and t’ell with the multiplica- 
tion table! Does your gorge rise at ob- 
scenity? Comstock will fit you out di- 
rectly with more laws.” Or are you 
just a stalwart Anarchist pure and sim- 
ple? Then your sympathy will do some 
good to quacks, who are under the ban 
of the law, just as it would to firebugs, 
on similar grounds, and with as much 
reason. Never mind if- their company 
does harm to you. ’Rah for principle! 
All which would be very persuasive to 
me, as well as others, if I had not learned 
that the very particular objects aimed 
at must, like any definite objects, be 
attained, if at all, by the inductive 
method only, and are defeated by un- 
scientific ones, Experiments on ani- 
mals chiefly induce our very recent 
knowledge of their nature. Human ig- 
norance of their nature causes them 
more suffering every day than all the 
experiments put together, in a century. 
Socialism, with marriage and unlimited 
propagation, may do very well to talk; 
but it won't work, Comstock laws have 
produced this practical effect, that the 
United States, which used to import 
their obscenity from France, now ex- 
port to Canada—a sure proof that the 
trade flourishes. Bolstering up quacks 
or firebugs can only weaken the effect of 
the real argument against their punish- 
ment, by exploiting the slanderers in 
disreputable company. I had no idea 
until lately how much of a pull among 
liberals the movement in favor of igno- 
rance had got. But the strength of the 
pull measures the valie of my work 
against it, for the same reason as the 
difficulty. 

Hercules wre s tavorite ot my child- 
hood; and I was particuiarly impressed 
with Hawthorne’s account of how this 
hero slew the Lernwan hydra. ‘As fast 
as I. cut off a head, says Hawthorne’s 
Hercules, two others grew in its 
place. It seemed to me that this job 
of killing a hydra must have been like 
the problem for Willie’s cat. Willie, 
who had passed a good examination in 
arithmetic, was asked by his dad how 
long it would take the cat to get out of 


the well, if she slip back two feet, as 
often as she clim up one. Pa,“ 


over the other party. 

I hold that a woman with as much 
sense as this one displays is better qual- 
ified to get her fellow unfortunates out 


officers of the United Charities or the 
courts of Pennsylvania. If her husband 
and the girl are reeponsible to anyone it 
is to her, and not to her neighbors, the 
charity mongers, or the police. The law 
that usurps ber function and claims ju- 
risdiction in the case is a chuckle-headed 


Seeker. 


does not appear to desire any advantage `` 


of the tangle they are in than either the 


idiot.—G. E. Macdonald, in the Truth .. 


0 


DISCONTENT 


THE LESSON OF THE HOUR. 


A majority of this nation ery tor 
Vengeance while they mourn: It is to 
be deplored that the man who shot Me- 
Kinley claims to be an Anarchist, for 
the majority who cry for vengeance to- 
day are in no mood to stop and study 
the foundation principles of Auarchy. 
The few who are always right will stop 
to reason from cause to effect. 

I say it is to be deplored that he 
claims to be an Anarchist; for it is one 
of the tenets of Anarchy that none have 
any right to take life, except in selfde- 
fence. The extreme revolutioniet may 
contend that governments as they ex- 
ist today are'a menacé to the Tife and 
liberty of their subjects. Yet, even 
(rom this standpoint, the killing of offi- 
cials does not rid the people of the yoke 
that has been placed upon them. We 
who have censured McKinley for the 
deaths caused by the war in the Philip- 
pines, find as little moral right on the 
side of the man who tried to kill McKin- 
ley. We object to murder in any form. 
Since the majority cannot acquire by 
mere aggregation any rights that do not 
belong to the individual, it follows that 
the taking of human life, save in the di- 
rect act of repelling assault, by indivi- 
dual, military or state, is a direct viola- 
tion of Anarchist principles. The cause 
of Anarchy is one of education. Let the 
ruling class remain the sole aggressors. 

Thomas Jefferson said that all govern- 
ments derived their just powers from 
the consent of the governed. Hence, 
by attempting to govern those who do 
aot give their consent, all governments 
existing are unjust ones. As an An- 
archist, I contend that there can be no 
liberty under government; hence the 
abolition of all governments is to be de- 
sired as an ideal, giving the people free- 
dom to develop to the highest point 
their individuality is capable of reach- 
ing. This can only te done through 
educating the people to do ‘away with 
government itself; and its officials can 


then live to become useful citizens. 


O. A. VERITY. 


“THE ABSURDITY OF GOVERNMENT. 


This undertaking for another is the 
blunder which stands in colossal ugli- 
neess in the governments of the world. 
It is the same thing in numbers as in a 
pair, only not guite so intelligible. I 
ean see well enough a great difference 
between my setting myself down to a 
selfcontrol, and my going to make 
somebody else act after my views; but 
when a quarter of the human race as- 
sume to tell me what I must do, I may 
be too much disturbed by the circum- 
stances to see so cléarly the absurdity of 
their command. Therefore all public 
ends look vague and quixotic beside pri- 
vate ones. For any laws but those 
which men make for themselves, are 
laughable... . This is the history of 
governments; one man does something 
which is to bind another. A man, who 


_eannot be acquainted with me, taxes 


me; looking from. afar at me, ordains 
that a part of my labor shall go to this 
or that whimsical end, not as I, but as 
he happens to fancy. Behold the con- 
sequence! Ofall debts, men are least 
willing to pay the taxes. What a satire 
is this on government! Everywhere 


they think they get their money’s worth, 


except for these.— Emerson. 


i 


THE FATAL RESULT. 

Tidings of the President’s death have 
just been received. The madman’s shot 
was only too sure. No thinking person 
could have imagined good from such an 
act; and I cannot believe that any Au- 


archist can possibly sympathize with it. 


I opposed the policies of McKinley, du- 
ring his life, from a sincere belief that 
they were not good. I mourn his death 
as the result of a wanton and useless 
crime, It is a pitiable fact that the un- 
thinking many will look on this deed as 
a logical outcome of Anarchist teaching, 
and will inaugurate an era of persecu- 
tion against all who are unsatisfied with 
existing conditions. If I thought that 
Anarchy led to assassination, I would 
not be an Anarchist. But the act of a 
criminal madman must not be suffered 
to bring discredit on a peaceful propa- 
ganda on behalt of a higher individual- 
ity. Let us prove to our calumniators 
the magnitude of their error. 
J James F. MORTON, JR. 


HOME NEWS. 


G. W. Hoover is here again on a visit, 


— 

E. E. Martin, of Olympia, paid us a 

brief visit this week. 
— 

George Jones has returned from a few 

days’ visit in Seattle. 
— 

Gortie Vose has now been joined by 

her father, O. B. Vose. 
— 

J. W. Gaskine, who has been here for 

several months, left us last week. 
— 

Mr. Haslam, of Burley, has been here, 

looking over the land in this vicinity. 
— 

Mary C. Parker is enjoying a visit 
from her daughterinlaw, Mrs. Blanche 
Parker, of Pine Island, Minn. 

— 
A pleasant and well-attended musi- 


cale was held at the Adams-Minor home | Geo 


on Tuesday evening of last week. 
— r 
Kenneth Verity, Harry and Katie Mi- 
nor, Norman Mueller and Mida King 
have gone to pick hops in the fields near 
Orting. ' 
— 


Mr. Wilcox, a representative of the 
Tacoma Evening News, spent a day 
with us last week, investigating our be- 
lieis and modes of life. 


* 3 5 

Louis Haiman and Annie Gentis 
came out on Sunday, the 8th. Louis 
only stopped over night; while Annie 
remained for a few days’ visit. 


HOW TO GET TO HOME. 

All those intending to make us a visit 
will come to Tacoma and take the steamer 
TYPHOON for HOME. The steamer 
leaves Commercial dock every afternoon 
except Saturday and Sunday at 2:30 
o’clock. Leaves Sunday morning at 8 
o’clock. Be sure to ask the captain to 
let you off at HOME. 


RECEIPTS. 


Spring . Group $5, Austin $1, 
Haslam 50c, vison 50c, Martin 50c, 
Hicklin 50c, Bryan 30c. 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 
FOR SALE BY DISCONTENT 


Perfect Motherhood. Lois Wais- 
brooker. 1 

Irene or the Road to Freedom. 
Sada Bailey Fowler. 1 

Business Without Money. W. H. 
Van Ornum. 

Helen Harlow’s Vow. Lois Wais- 


brooker. 25 
God and the State. By Michael Bak 

unin. 0⁵ 
Moribund Society and Anarchy. 

By Jean Grave. 25 
Anarchy. By Enrico Malatesta. Is 


It Alla Dream? By Jas. F. Mor- 

ton, Jr. 10 
God and Government: The Siamese 

Twins of Superstition. W. E. 

Nevill. 05 
The Chicago Martyrs; The Famous 

Speeches of the Eight Anarchists 

in Judge Gary’s Court, and Alt- 

geld’s Reasons for Pardoning Fiel- 

den, Neebe and Schwab. 25 
Five Propaganda Leaflets on the Sex 

Question. 10 
Personal Rights and Sexual Wrongs 30 
What the Young Need to Know. E. 

C. Walker 10 
The Revival of Puritanism. E. C. 
A ae he Y: K k 

ppeal to the Young. ropotkin. 
Mating or Marrying, Which? W. H. 

Van Ornum. 

The Evolution of the Family. Jon- 
athan Mayo Crane. 

Love in Freedom. Moses Harman. 

The Evolution of Modesty. Jona- 

than Mayo Crane, 

The Regeneration of Society. Lil- 
tian Harman. 

Motherhood in Freedom. Moses 

Harman. 

Institutional Marriage. M. Harman. 
A Tale of the Strassburg Geese. 
The Coming Woman. Lillie D. 

White. 

Plain Words on the Woman Ques- 
tion. Grant Allen. With remarks 
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by E. C. Walker. 05 
Variety vs. Monogamy. E. C. 
Walker sar 05 
Marriage and Morality. Lillian 
Harman. 


Our WORSHIP of 


PRIMITIVE SOCIAL GUESSES 
BY EDWIN C. WALKER 


No man Is wise enough to foresee the second- | }, 


ary results of any proposed restriction, and no 
history is copious enough to record the evils 
that have ensued pps denials of liberty.— 
rge E. Macdonald. 


CONTENTS : 


Love and the Law; the Moloch of the 
Monogamic Ideal; the Continuity of Race 
Life and Tyranny; Food and Sex Falla- 
cies, a criticism; When Men and Women 
Are and When They Are Not Varietists: 
the New Woman, What Is She? What 
Will She Be? the State Hiding Behind Its 
Mistakes; Bishop Potter’s Opinion of Di- 
vorce; Love, Its Attractions and Expres- 
sion; Is She an Honest Girl? Lloyd, Platt 
and the Pitiful Facts; Social Radicals and 
Parentage. 

Appendix: Anthropology and Monoga- 


my; Love and Trust versus Fear; Reſlec- * 


tions upon reading William Platt's Wo- 
men, Love and Life.” 
Price, 15 cents. For sale by DISCON- 


THE NEW HEDONISM. 
BY GRANT ALLEN. 


Grant Allen needs no introduction to 
treading, thinking men and women. Man 
of science, a writer of charming exposi- 
tory and imaginative prose, he was, per- 
haps, at his when bravely leading 
— = — re ret ee in tig 

g ns e ng _religious 
-moral superstitions anā Mie EN 
wrongs. No brief description can tell you 
what this splendid little work embraces 
N — excerpts can satisfy you. Pric 

cents. 

FOR SALE BY DISCONTENT. 


MEETING. 
The Independent Debating Club meets every 
Sunday at 2 p. m, at 909 
2 Calif. Free discussion. Public in- 


arket street, San | o 


Contains a full, 
on Health and 


women); a 
rated with 


Allis T 


k for curious people, and a 
sensible book for everyone. Answers 1001 deli- 
cate questions one would like to ask bis regular 
physician and yet doesn't want to. 

248 pages, 400 illustrations (80 in colors), 250 re- 
cipes. Price, clothbound, $2, mailed. 
: 240 SAMPLE PAGES, including two 
full chapters, in handsome 
“ Flashlight” cover, malled for 
6 cents postage. 


Tocology for Mothers 
330 pages, illustrated, cloth bound; by mail 81. 
American reprint of “The Wife and Mother 
Medical Guide,” an up-to-date English. work, 
with added illustrations in the text, and twelve 
artistic and 8 full page half - tone en- 
gravure. The latest and best book for populat 
nstruction on child-bearing and child-caring, 
Edited for this country by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr... 


MURRAY HILL PUB. CO., 129 E. 28th St., New York, 


Articles of Incorporation and Agreement of 
the Mutual Home Association. 


Be it remembered, that on this 17th day of 
January, 1898, we, the undersigned, have asso- 
ciated ourselves together for the purpose o- 
forming a corporation under the laws of th 
State of Washington. 

That the name of the corporation shall be 
The Mutual Home Association. 

The pur of the association is to assist its 
members in obtaining and building homes for 
themselves and to aid in establishing better so- 
cial and moral conditions. 

The location of this corporation shall be at 
Home, located on Joes A Pierce County, 
State of Washington; and this association may 
establish in other places in this state branches 
of the same where two or more persons may 
wish tu locate, 

Any person may become a member of this. 
association by paying into the treasury a sum 
equal to the cost of the land he or she may se- 
leet, and one dollar for a certificate, and sub- 
scribing to this agreement, 3 

The affairs of this association sha] be con- 
ducted by a board of trustees, elected as may 
be provided for by the by-laws. 0 

A certificate of membership shall entitle the 
legal holderto the use and occupancy of not 
less than one acre of land nor more than two 
lene all public streets) upon payment annual) 

nto the treasury of the association asum equa 
to the taxes assessed against the tract of land 
he orshe may hold. 5 

All money received from memberships shall 
be used only for the pur; of purchasing 
land. The realestate of this association shal: 
never be sold, 1 or disposed of. A 
unanimous vote of all members of this associ- 
ation shall be required to change these articles 
of incorporation. 

No officer, or other person, shall ever be om - 
powered to contract any debt in the name of 
this association. d 
All certificates of membership shall be for 


©. 

Upon the death of any member a certificate 
of membership shall be issued parenb the 
land described in certificate of membership ot 


First? To person named in will or bequest. 

Second: Wife or husband. 

Third: Children of deceased; if there is 
moro than one child they must decidefor them- 
selves. 1s 

All improvements upon land covered by cer- 
tificate of morbetship shall be personal prop- 
erty a the association as such has no claim 

ere 


Any member has the right of choice of any 
land not already chosen or set aside for a 
special purpose. : p 

CERTIFICATE OF MEMBERSHIP, 

This is to certify that. 
has subseribed to the articles of incorporation 
and agreement and pald into the treasury of 
he Mutual Home Association the sum of 
z . dollars, whicb entitles . . . to the 
use and occupancy for life of lot 
block . ., a8 panen by the association, 
upon complying with the articles of agreement, 


END 10 CENTS for specimens of 10 liberal 
papere and 10 tracts, circulars and sample 
tocking yarn, or 3 cents fora eopy of “Little 

F Elmina Drake Slenker, Snow- 
ville, Va. i 
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